






































Who Were the Vikings?

The Vikings were a group of people from modern-day Denmark, Norway 

and Sweden, who began to settle in Britain during the eighth century.

The Vikings first landed in Britain in AD 793 when they raided a monastery 

in Lindisfarne, in the Saxon kingdom of Northumbria.

They travelled in longships which 

were narrow ships made of wood. 

They went to different places to 

claim resources and 

land as their own.



Viking Longhouses

Vikings lived in narrow houses called longhouses. Longhouses were often 

found in the countryside. Viking houses in cities such as York would have 

been smaller.
Longhouses were made of 

wood, stone or turf (blocks of 
layers of grass with the soil still 

on), depending on what was 
available in the area.

The roofs were thatched 
(covered in straw).

The walls were made 
of wattle (sticks woven 
together and covered 

with mud).

The floor level was sometimes dug below ground level to keep out draughts.



Inside a Longhouse

The inside of a longhouse must have been noisy and smelly!

At one end of the longhouse, there would have been a barn area. A family’s 

animals would be kept there to protect them from cattle thieves and to 

shelter them from the cold winter weather.

Crops could also have been stored in the barn area.
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The Centre of a Longhouse

In the centre of a longhouse, there 

would have been a fire. This fire 

provided heating, lighting and it was 

used to cook food too.

There were no chimneys or windows 

so the house would be quite smoky.

The fire would be lit constantly.
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Furniture in a Longhouse

Benches would have been 

built into the walls of a 

longhouse.

These benches would have 

been used for sitting on during 

the day and sleeping on at 

night.

A loom would also be found 

inside a longhouse. It would 

be used for weaving.



Reconstructions of Viking Longhouses

Here are two modern reconstructions of Viking longhouses.

Photo courtesy of galactimouse (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution Photo courtesy of celesteh (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution





A wooden frame is constructed. 
Most Viking homes were just one room, a long box shape. 
This room was shared by all the family and sometimes their animals. 

The uprights are put 
on a stone.

Why is this 
done?

Why is a 
hole left 
in the 
roof?
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Wattle: Sticks woven around 
upright posts

Daub: Mud, manure, clay, 
and grass/hay mixed with 
water until it is a thick 
mixture, which is then 
smeared on the wattle to 
close the gaps

Timber- Wooden planks 
over lap to keep out the 
wind. The gaps were 

filled with mud.



The roof is made of straw or 
thatch or reeds a type of grass. 

It keeps out the wind and rain. 

The roof is very sloped so the 
rain and snow slides off.

The roof over hangs the walls so
they are cool and dry.

There was no chimney so 
the smoke from the open fire 
drifted out through the roof.



The only light came from 
oil lamps or the fire.

There was only one small wooden door in the house.

It was dark inside because they only had a small window or none at all.  
The window was covered with an animal skin or wooden shutters. 

How many 
windows are in 
your home?

What is your 
door made of?



The fire in the center 
of the room gave out 
light and heat. 

The smoke filled the room 
and eventually drifted up 
to the hole in the roof

A cauldron was 
hung over the fire 
to cook the food.

Oil lamps



The floor was soil or stones. 
They had no carpets, so some 
Vikings placed rushes, leaves and 
grass on the floor. 

Benches for sitting or sleeping on were around the walls. 
They were made from wood and straw and when the Vikings 
went to bed they covered themselves with animal skins, fur 
or cloths for warmth or comfort.
Beds were only used in the wealthier houses 

When it was day they used the bench as a chair to sit on.
They didn’t have a table or chairs.



There was no furniture in the longhouse. 
Items were hung from the walls or beams.

Even the animals were kept indoors 
at one end of the longhouse.

Cists or Chests were used to 
store things in. They were 
carved and made of wood. 
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