












































Culture
The Australian National Flag is 

Australia’s national symbol. It was 

first flown in 1901 and has become 

a significant part of the Australian 

identity. The Australian National 

Flag is used at many significant 

events such as ANZAC Day, 

National Reconciliation Day, 

Olympic Games and at different 

services for community groups. It 

is also seen at federal and state 

parliaments. 

The Australian National Flag has 

three elements on its blue 

background. The flag contains the 

Union Jack, the Commonwealth 

Star and the Southern Cross.

Australian Flag



Australian Flag
The Union Jack in the upper left corner acknowledges the history 

of British settlement.

The white Commonwealth or 

Federation Star has seven 

points. These points represent 

the unity of the six states and the 

territories of Australia that 

occurred on 1st January 1901. 

This star can also be seen on 

the Commonwealth Coat of 

Arms.

The Southern Cross is shown on the right hand side of the flag. This 

constellation of five states can only be seen from the southern hemisphere. 



Aboriginal Flag
The Australian Aboriginal flag is very significant to Australia’s culture. It shows 
the connection that the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have with 
this land. The flag is displayed at Aboriginal centres and is well recognised. It has 
special importance on days of particular significance to the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people, such as NAIDOC Week and National Reconciliation Week.

The Australian Aboriginal flag features three different parts. First, the flag is 
divided up into two horizontal halves. The top half of the flag is black and the 
bottom half of the flag is red. Then, there is a yellow circle placed directly in the 
centre of the flag.



Aboriginal Flag

The black colour represents the                                               

Aboriginal people of Australia.

The red colour represents the 

earth. The red ochre (crumbly 

red rock) is used in ceremonies 

and is the Aboriginal peoples’ 

spiritual relation to the land.

The yellow circle represents 

the sun. The sun is the giver 

or life and protector of the 

people and their land.



Commonwealth Coat of Arms

The Commonwealth Coat of Arms is the formal symbol of the 

Commonwealth of Australia that signifies Commonwealth authority 

and ownership. 



Commonwealth Coat of Arms
Australia’s floral emblem, the 

golden wattle, surrounds the shield 

and supporters.

The kangaroo and emu are the 

native animals that hold the shield 

with pride. The animals were 

chosen to symbolise a nation 

moving forward based on the belief 

that neither animal can move 

backwards easily.

A gold Commonwealth Star sits 

above the shield. Six points on the 

star represent the Australian states.

The seventh point represents the 

territories. The colours of the 

wreath of the crest are gold and 

blue and the border of the shield 

symbolises federation.



Commonwealth Coat of Arms

New South Wales (1st quarter) -

the Cross of St George containing 

an heraldic gold lion with three 

paws on the ground and the right 

forepaw being raised up.

The Coat of Arms contains a shield with six parts, each containing and 

representing the badge of a state.

Victoria (2nd quarter) - the 

Southern Cross with an imperial 

crown in normal colours placed 

above the top star.

Queensland (3rd quarter) - A 

blue Maltese Cross and Crown.



Commonwealth Coat of Arms

South Australia (4th quarter) - The 

Australian piping shrike perched on 

a twisted band of green and red.

Tasmania (6th quarter) - A red lion 

walking to the right with three paws 

on the ground with the right 

forepaw raised.

Western Australia (5th quarter) –

A black swan swimming.












